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GALLERY INDEX 
 
HISTORIC 
 
These historic images were taken by members of the American Colony in Jerusalem between the 1900s 
and 1930s. They have been selected specifically to show the landscapes around the Monastery of St. 
Katherine and the Plain of El Raha that stand at the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site and which 
are undergoing major change today. They are publicly available on the American Library of Congress 
website, linked below. They can also be purchased digitally at the Life in the Holy Land website. Please 
consult these sources for copyright info. The 10 images below are only a selection. Many more are 
available showing more of the St. Katherine region, in different orientation formats.   
 
US Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/matpc/background.html  
Life in the Holy Land: https://www.lifeintheholyland.com/45_egypt_sinai_matson_american_colony/  
 
1. Monastery of St. Katherine, from Jebel el Deir. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
2. Monks in the Monastery of St. Katherine. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
3. A monk in the Monastery of St. Katherine. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
4. Bedouin guide on the Steps of Repentance on Mount Sinai. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
5. Bedouin shepherd of the Jebeleya tribe on the Plain of El Raha. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
6. Visitor on approach the Monastery of St. Katherine. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
7. The Plain of El Raha. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
8. Monastery of St Katherine with the Plain of El Raha behind. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
9. Bedouin guide on Ras Safsafa, with Plain of El Raha below. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem  
10. Plain of El Raha with Jebel Safsafa & Mount Sinai behind. Credit: American Colony in Jerusalem 
 
MODERN 
 
These are modern images of St Katherine. Our campaign group has many more, of lots of different views, 
if required. Frits Meyst’s personal permission must be sought before any images are used. He has many 
other images of the monastery and mountains of St Katherine that may be available for use too. Contact: 
fritsmeyst@gmail.com Ben Hoffler’s written permission must also be sought before any of his imagery is 
used in both this section below and all sections that follow in this document. He can be contacted at 
benjaminhoffler@gmail.com and will usually respond within a few days.  
 
1. Monastery of St. Katherine from footslopes of Jebel el Deir. 2023. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
2. Bell tower & Fatimid-era mosque in the Monastery of St Katherine. 2017. Credit: Frits Meyst 
3. Monks of the Monastery of St Katherine in ceremonial dress, celebrating the annual Feast of St 
Katherine, on 25 November 2017. Credit: Frits Meyst.  
4. A stream of light enters a high window of the Katholikon in the Monastery of St Katherine on the Feast 
Day of St. Katherine, 25 November 2017. Credit: Frits Meyst.  
5. An outlying chapel of the Monastery of St Katherine, in Wadi el Deir. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
6. The former EU-funded Visitor Centre for St Katherine, at the hills of Nabi Harun in Wadi el Deir, adopting 
St. Katherine’s native style of architecture. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
7. Mount Sinai, through a construction pipe yet to be assembled. 2023. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
 
MEGAPROJECT 
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These are images were mostly taken in 2023 and 2024. We have many more including from earlier phases 
in 2021 and 2022. All were taken inside the St Katherine UNESCO World Heritage Site. Ben Hoffler’s 
personal permission must be sought before his imagery is used: Contact: benjaminhoffler@gmail.com  
 
1. The newly-emerging tourism developments in the heartlands of the St Katherine UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, on the Plain of El Raha. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
2. Another view of the tourism developments on the Plain of El Raha. 2023. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
3. A close-up view of one of the newly-emerging hotels on the Plain of El Raha, reported to be an ‘eco-
lodge’, with 196 rooms and 56 suites. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
4. The changing view of the Plain of El Raha from Wadi el Deir, near to the Monastery of St. Katherine, as 
it is progressively filled by new tourism developments. The ruins of an old set of barracks built in the region 
during the region of Abbas Pasha are seen in the foreground. 2023. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
5. One of the new hotels on the Plain of El Raha, prospectively called the ‘Mountain Hotel’, which stands 
in view of the Monastery of St. Katherine, reported to have 150 rooms. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
6. A different view of the Plain of El Raha. At the very forefront of the image are three of the first hotels 
built in St. Katherine in the 1990s. Newer developments are visible behind. 2023. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
7. Dust created by ongoing construction on the Plain of El Raha. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
8. New developments near the Monastery of St. Katherine in Wadi el Deir. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
9. Environmental damage from new constructions on the Plain of El Raha. Contrast the surface quality of 
the plain here with images in HISTORY 7 or HISTORY 10 to see the major change in vegetation cover. Other 
visible damage includes excavation ruts & heavy machinery tracks. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
10. A large rubble mound on the Plain of El Raha. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
11. Exhumation in the tribal cemetery of the Jebeleya, 2022. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
12. New carpark, built on the site of the excavated tribal cemetery of the Jebeleya, 2024. See GRAPHICS 
for satellite imagery comparing the site before/ after excavation. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
13. A newly-built residential compound in an area called Abu Zeituna. Compare the scale/ style of the 
new buildings with the scattering of Bedouin houses in the foreground. Graphics at the top left show 
another new residential area that is scheduled for construction soon. 2024 Credit: Ben Hoffler 
 
MOUNTAINS  
 
These images show mountain scenes in the heartlands of the UNESCO World Heritage Site. Ben Hoffler’s 
personal permission must be sought before his imagery is used: Contact: benjaminhoffler@gmail.com 
 
 
1. Summit of Jebel Katherina, Egypt’s highest peak, with a chapel on top. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
2. Summit of the holy peak of Mount Sinai, at dusk. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
3. Summit of the holy peak of Mount Sinai at dusk. 2022. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
4. Crucifix on Jebel Safsafa, with the Monastery of St. Katherine below. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
5. The mountains of St Katherine at dusk, from Jebel el Ahmar. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
6. Jebel Safsafa, the Mountain of the Willow Tree, from Jebel Ahmar. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
7. The mountains of St. Katherine around Naqb el Hawa. It was over this pass pilgrims made their final 
approach to the Monastery of St. Katherine for centuries. 2024. Credit: Ben Hoffler 
 
GRAPHICS  
 
These are mostly composite images made up of historical/ modern imagery. We can supply original 
images or editable versions of the composites if required.  
 
1. Annotated map of the St. Katherine UNESCO World Heritage Site. The borders are shown in orange. 
Key place names are added in English. Original available on UNESCO website.  
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2. Comparative graphic of the Plain of El Raha in the 1830s and in 2024.  
3. Comparative graphic of the Plain of El Raha in the 1830s, 1980s and in 2024. 
4. Comparative graphic of the Plain of El Raha as viewed near Monastery of St. Katherine, 1830s and 2023. 
5. Comparative satellite imagery showing a tribal cemetery of the Jebeleya in the town centre of St. 
Katherine before and after its excavation in the new tourism development.   
 
Contact: Ben Hoffler, benjaminhoffler@gmail.com  
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